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You might. One of the most common side effects of nearly all antibiotics is
diarrhea. Usually this is not severe, but occasionally diarrhea can be caused by
a bacteria called Clostridium difficile (C. difficile, or “C. diff’). This happens
because antibiotics destroy some of the normal, helpful bacteria in your gut.
This may allow the C. difficile bacteria to take over, and it puts patients at high

risk for this serious infection.
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Another common side effect of antibiotics is an allergic reaction. A rash is most
common, but some reactions can be more serious. Not all rashes are allergies,
though, so it is important to talk with your doctor if you get a rash. The most
serious allergic reactions include hives (itchy red patches with swelling), lip,
tongue, or throat swelling, wheezing or difficulty breathing, or vomiting.

A A At Al AstaloF Y 7F? When should | call my doctor?

AR Qe o] MabE Aol glon® A Hart glsych FAAE

& 3ol 39 ol EW (F)o] LA C. difficile AHS ZFL F

Al 5 A Gfok Fyth. C. difficile® A3+ Arb= A zbed 5

£31A X gaflok Yt C. difficile AAtell 28 9F& A & Fotk 713
| 58 T $ Hol 3/4E 7HA A&E 5 AdFHT FAA HES

o . AL A s o] mzlel Al LA AlL.

Most diarrhea caused by antibiotics is not infectious and should not cause

ot
o

Je
%
FF

r> N

o
(g

32
o
(o
AU

22,

H
)
=
o2t
o
2

ol
o
<
o

concern. You should let your healthcare team know right away if you
develop watery stool (poop) 3 times or more per day while taking an
antibiotic, because that may be a sign of a C. difficile infection. Diarrhea caused
by C. difficile can be serious and it must be treated quickly. The risk of getting
C. difficile diarrhea is highest during the first month, but it can last for up to 3
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