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A study of screening colonoscopies found that between 4 to 8 people in 10,000
have a serious complication after a colonoscopy. Serious complications include:
e Bleeding. Most cases of bleeding occur in patients who have polyps
removed. The risk is higher for polyps that are larger than 2 cm.
e A tear or a hole in the colon or rectum wall (perforation).
e Infection.
e Aspiration that may lead to a lung infection (pneumonia).
e A reaction to the sedating medication, including breathing or heart
problems.
Risks are higher in people taking steroids or anti-coagulation medicines, or in
people that have significant underlying diseases. There is also a risk that cancer
or polyps will not be detected.
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There are other screening tests that may detect abnormalities in the colon and
rectum but colonoscopy is the only method that enables the doctor to take a

sample tissue and/or remove polyps during the procedure. This reduces the
need for additional tests and surgeries.
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