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Jack Lousma (story on page 9)

The Michigan Urology Center,
part of the prestigious University
of Michigan Medical School and
Health System, is the culmina-
tion of 12 years of collaboration
and growth by a multidiscipli-
nary group of physicians and 
scientists with a single mission 
of curing urologic diseases. Not
only do we specialize in 
academic medicine and patient
care but we also train the physi-
cians of tomorrow. 

It is through philanthropy that
we are able to accomplish inno-
vations not otherwise possible.
It is what enables us to maintain
outstanding faculty, the bright-
est students, and innovative
high-risk research that benefits
patients through new technolo-
gies and clinical care. It is
because of private philanthropy 
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to make a difference toward a world without kidney cancer.
My legacy to my children and grandchildren is the idea of
embracing the importance of philanthropic
responsibility of sharing our good 
fortune with meaningful causes. Each
one of us can make a difference. 

It is extremely important to 
fund medical research such 
as Cavitational Ultrasound
Histotripsy. In today’s economic
climate and government budget
cuts, it takes private philanthropy
to fund this type of innovative 
high-risk project. I believe in line 
item giving — researching and actively 
participating in programs I support.
Accountability is very important to
me and I appreciate the
Michigan Urology Center’s
commitment to keeping 
me connected via research
updates and news. 

Lois Stulberg

President, 
The David and Lois
Stulberg Foundation

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M I C H I G A N
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I am grateful for the opportunity
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A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE
ADVISORY BOARD CHAIRMAN

INSIDE ...

Dear Friends and Donors,

A couple years ago, an Executive Advisory Board was formed to support
the important research and wonderful patient care taking place at the
University of Michigan Urology Center (MUC). I am proud to chair this
Board, which meets on a regular basis with our talented doctors and
researchers to advance the MUC’s mission, “Transforming Scientific
Discoveries into Medical Solutions.”

We are primarily comprised of grateful patients and family members of
grateful patients. We believe in the work being done by the doctors and
researchers at the Michigan Urology Center and commit to them our time,
ideas, financial support and fund-raising assistance. It is an important and
worthy cause for all of us who serve on the Board.

On behalf of my fellow Committee members, I would like to invite you to
join us as we work to advance the research and patient care goals of the
Michigan Urology Center. Please contact me to discuss a role you can play
to support us as we work to fulfill our mission.

And, let me take this opportunity to thank you for your generous support
of the Michigan Urology Center. We are blessed to have a nationally 
recognized Department of Urology conducting important research that is
receiving the respect and attention of doctors and researchers around the
world. Your willingness to invest in their efforts is critical as we strive to
be the “leaders and best” in the research and treatment of urological 
disease. 

Sincerely,

David Brandon
Executive Advisory Board Chair



A WORD FROM OUR DIRECTORS
Dear Friends,

The Michigan Urology Center had a tremendous year of
discovery and growth. We have talented and dedicated
doctors, scientists, and residents, the access to research
and the knowledge that makes the difference. Our team
approach has a shared vision and goal: the commitment
to patient care. From offering new trial drugs and clini-
cal protocols to psychological and rehabilitation support,
we care for you and your family as we would ours.

Our national and international reputation continued in
2005 to solidify the Michigan Urology Center as a leader
in the field: 

4 In the last 2 years, the center has discovered more
genes related to prostate cancer than any other in
the world.

4 One of the few centers with a complete database on
outcomes of 72,000 prostate cancer patients for
prostate cancer research, which offer our scientists the
highest technical evaluations and research possible.

4 A reputation that attracts patients, students and 
faculty from around the world. 

Our ideal is to create a one-of-a-kind research community
that combines clinical and research physicians and 
scientists working together on a single mission of curing
prostate and other urologic cancers. This includes building and strengthening existing
national research partnerships with Harvard University, The Mayo Clinic, Memorial-Sloan
Kettering, Johns Hopkins, MD Anderson, UCLA, Pittsburgh Cancer Center, Baylor, and
University of California, San Francisco.

Our vision will take considerable philanthropic support and with your continued generosity
we can achieve these goals. Please join us in our efforts and become part of the Michigan
Urology Center team. Together we can advance treatment of urologic cancer and disease.

Thank you for your generosity and belief that the search for knowledge can further 
treatment and cure of urologic disease.

Sincerely,

James E. Montie, M.D. Kenneth J. Pienta, M.D.
Valassis Professor of Urologic Oncology Professor of Medicine and Urology
Chairman, Department of Urology Director, Michigan Urology Center

O U R  V I S I O N

As we enter 2006, we bring the hope
of continuing our transformational
research and clinical care through your
continued support. The quality of care a
patient receives during the entire process
from diagnosis to treatment to rehabilita-
tion determines the overall outcome. Our
goal is to re-engineer and reconfigure our
clinical space to completely transform the
patient experience by providing:

4 Total redesign of scheduling and
visit paradigm to coincide with
flow process through the system.

4 Prostate Center navigation 
specialists during initial phone
consultation.

4 State-of-the-art patient centered
informatics.

4 Capabilities for DVD education 
in each clinic room for patient
education. 

4 Specific identification and discus-
sion with every patient about 
participating in clinical research.

4 On demand Psychological
Oncology support.

4 Rehabilitation clinic specifically
staffed to deal with post treatment
side effects.

4 Exercise facility for patients 
undergoing therapy.

4 Digital informatics support to
allow immediate review of 
pathology and x-ray.

4 Informatics support to provide
each patient a summary prior to
leaving clinic.
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James E. Montie

Kenneth J. Pienta



PHILANTHROPY & DISCOVERY
Funds received have allowed for the Michigan Urology Center scientists to successfully:

4 Identify a new biomarker (AMACR) for prostate cancer through DNA analysis and proteomics
leading to new methods of more effectively detecting and diagnosing prostate cancer.

4 Continue life altering research for children who need bladder reconstruction surgery by 
developing a technique of using cells from the inner 
mouth to recreate bladder tissue.

4 Support research on Quality of Care for urologic 
disease and cancers which explores the degree to 
which the delivery of health services results in 
desirable health outcomes while minimizing 
complications in a cost-efficient fashion.

4 Initiate research on new techniques such as 
Cavitational Ultrasound Histotripsy, in which we’ve 
partnered with Biomedical Engineering to create a 
potentially non-invasive treatment of tumors using 
high frequency sound waves.

This life saving, transformational research is what your
philanthropy supports. It is because of your gift that the Michigan Urology Center is able to investi-
gate new methods of treatment. Each new research project can cost up to $50,000 just to produce the
initial data necessary for federal or state grant funding. A gift to any of our clinical research teams
provides this essential seed funding. The MUC has a historical record of returning this seed funding
10:1 — for every dollar given, there has been a 10 dollar return in federal grants.

2005 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
In 2005, the Michigan Urology Center received 639 gifts from individuals, foundations and corpora-
tions for a total of almost $1.2 Million dollars. Non-profit and family foundation support was the
primary source of funding followed by donations from individuals and corporations.

Donations were primarily directed to urologic research and clinical care programs such
as prostate cancer research which received $400,000 from the Prostate Cancer

Foundation. Robert and Mimi Habush gave a gift of $125,000 to the Robert &
Mimi Quality of Care Fund after Mary and Brian Campbell donated the same
amount to meet the Habush’s matching challenge grant.

Mrs. Elizabeth Teeter designated another $100,000 gift to support the Robert
M. and Elizabeth C. Teeter Bladder Cancer Research Fund in honor of her
late husband. A laboratory has been named the Robert and Betsy Teeter

Research Laboratory to support projects such as using molecular profiling to
try to predict a patient’s response to bladder cancer treatments. Since individual

responses vary, this important information will allow us to tailor therapy specifi-
cally to the individual patient. 

Our annual fund drive brought in gifts ranging from $10 to $15,000 from individual donors to
support a myriad of programming for a total of over $85,000. We are thankful for each and every gift.
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THE 4TH ANNUAL MEN’S EVENT
The 2005 4th Annual Men’s Event benefit dinner and auction was held Tuesday, September 27, 2005
at the Troy Palm Restaurant. Sponsored by the National Cancer Prevention Fund, the Palm
Restaurant and the DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund, this event is instrumental in providing 
philanthropic support to the University of Michigan Urology Center’s Prostate Cancer Research and
raised a record $130,000. 

The evening began with the Michigan Urology Center’s faculty Kenneth Pienta, M.D. and Howard
Sandler, M.D., updating the attendees on current prostate cancer research and treatment. The night was
filled with good food and friends coming together in the common goal of fighting this insidious disease. 

Jim Brandstatter, the voice of Detroit Lions and Michigan Football, as emcee and WOMC’S “Big Al”
Muskovito, as special guest, hosted the live auction which culminated in the $40,000 sale of a custom
made motorcycle donated by Michael Chetcuti of Quality Metalcraft. 

John Cueter of Cueter Dodge-Jeep-Chrysler donated a two year lease on a 2005 Chrysler Dodge
Durango as the Grand Door Prize. 

Thank you to all those who sponsored, donated and attended the event. We would like to extend a
special thank you to our committee Co-Chairs as well as our steering committee members. If you
would like to participate in the 2006 Men’s Event or donate an item to the auction, please contact our
development office at 734-615-9843.

Thomas and Peter Shumaker attended the 2005 Men’s Event.

PHILANTHROPIC
EXCELLENCE
C O N T I N U E D

that we can achieve this level of
excellence. Philanthropy pro-
vides the essential margin used
to create, produce, and cure.

From grass root fundraisers like
those put on by the parents of
our pediatric urology patients to
events such as the Prostate
Awareness and Research Golf
Outing (PAR) and the Men’s
Event for prostate cancer
research, to individual gifts for
research and faculty endow-
ments such as the Robert M.
and Elizabeth C. Teeter Bladder
Cancer Research Fund and the
George F. Valassis Professorship
of Urologic Oncology, the
Michigan Urology Center is 
supported through philanthropy.

It is because of your generosity
that we have had numerous
transformational discoveries in
2005. We hope to be good stew-
ards of your gifts, using them
for urologic cancer research and
patient care.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Other fabulous events this 
past year included the “Parents
without Partners 7th Annual
Bladder Ball” to support
Bladder Cancer Research, and
the “Christopher Waterhouse
Memorial Golf Outing,” to 
support pediatric urology and
fundraisers hosted by the 
families of Emily Gentry and
Lauren Denio also to support
our pediatric urology research
program. Thank you to every-
one who donated their time,
effort and support.
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“FRIENDRAISER” 
BALL IN HONOR OF 
DR. DAVID WOOD
2005 marked the first year of a new annual fundraiser to benefit
the Michigan Urology Center. Abbie, Charlie and 16 year old son
James, hosted a “friendraiser” this past September in honor of our
faculty physician Dr. David Wood, Professor of Urology. 

The event, held at the Byblos Banquet Hall in Dearborn, MI, was
attended by over 300 people. Speakers included Kenneth Pienta
MD., Director of the University of Michigan Urology Center; David
Wood, M.D.; Senator Debbie Stabenow; Michael Celeski, Dearborn
Chief of Police; and Mathew Mason, Director of the UAW Legal
Service as well as many prominent judges and attorneys. 

The 2006 2nd Annual Physician’s and Physician’s Community Ball 
will be held on Friday, September 6. If you would like to attend or
sponsor this event please contact our development office at 
734-615-9843.

Dr. David Wood, Senator Debbie Stabenow and James Bazzi

The Prostate Awareness and Research Golf Outing took place this
year on October 17, 2005. While a bit chilly, participants kept
warm knowing that proceeds were being used to support the
Michigan Urology Center’s prostate cancer research program.
Sponsored by FordLand, this year’s event raised over $32,000. The
Michigan Urology Center would like to extend a special thank you
to Gary Marley who founded and coordinated the event and to all
those who sponsored, participated and donated to the occasion. 

Next year’s outing is going to be held on May 15, 2006 at the
University of Michigan’s Golf Course. If you would like to volun-

teer your time, become a sponsor, donate or golf please contact our
development office at 734-615-9843.

Phil Brandon, pictured below, holds up the winning ball after making
a challenging 60’ putt, up hill, on a wet green, to a second tier pin
placement. That feat earned him $10,000
in this year’s putting contest. 
Mr. Brandon generously donated
$5000 of his proceeds back to the
Michigan Urology
Center and
gave the
other half
to his
grandson!

THE 5TH ANNUAL “SWING FOR PAR” GOLF OUTING
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“Thanks to the generosity of those who 
attended the Men’s Event and the PAR Golf
Outing we were able to attract grants worth 
ten times the amount raised by the event.
Philanthropy provides a tremendous return on
investment for our donors and our patients.”

Kenneth J. Pienta, M.D., Director of the Michigan Urology Center



7

According to the American Cancer Society more American men will
be diagnosed with prostate cancer this year than with any other type
of cancer. The American Cancer Society estimates that, in 2005,
232,000 men in the United States will be diagnosed with prostate
cancer and 30,350 men will die from the disease. It is the second
most common cause of cancer-related deaths in men.

New research from scientists at the Michigan Urology Center have
discovered a recurring pattern of scrambled chromosomes and
abnormal gene activity that occurs only in prostate cancer.

In a paper published in the Oct. 28 issue of Science, the research
team indicated that these chromosomal rearrangements induce 
specific genes to merge, creating what scientists call a gene fusion. 

“The data in our study provides
tantalizing evidence that gene
fusion is the causative agent —
the initiating event — in prostate
cancer,” says Arul M. Chinnaiyan,
M.D., Ph.D., the S.P. Hicks
Collegiate Professor of Pathology
in the U-M Medical School, who
directed the study. It’s what drives
the aberrant over-expression of
cancer-causing genes and is the
first step in the progression of 
tissue changes leading to prostate
cancer.” 

Because this particular gene fusion occurs only in prostate cancer, a
diagnostic test to detect, in blood or urine, the fused genes or their
protein products would be specific for prostate cancer and far more
accurate than current screening tests, according to Chinnaiyan. And
if scientists could find a way to block the gene, it could be the basis
for a new, effective treatment for prostate cancer.

FUSED GENES TRIGGER
DEVELOPMENT OF
PROSTATE CANCER

PHILANTHROPY PROMOTES
RESULTS: ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The rapidly evolving field of 
biomedical technology is consis-
tently improving options for 
medical care of urologic patients.
In the last 10 years, advances in
laparoscopic surgery have allowed
select kidney cancer patients to
undergo a partial kidney removal
rather than a full kidney removal
to treat cancer. Kidney donors can
be released from the hospital
within 24 hours of their surgery.
Cancerous prostates can be
removed, minimizing blood loss,
to allow men to get back to work

as soon as two weeks after surgery. The field of minimally invasive
urology continues to enhance treatment options for our patients.

Current research includes a potentially transformational technology
we’ve developed called Cavitational Ultrasound Histotripsy — a
completely non-invasive treatment of tumors using high frequency
sound waves. Headed by Drs. J. Stuart Wolf, Jr., Director, Division
of Minimally Invasive Urology and William Roberts, Director of
Research, Minimally Invasive Urology, our goals are to develop this
technology in collaboration with our colleagues in Biomedical
Engineering and to pioneer its clinical use. We feel this technology
could dramatically improve the way many cancers and diseases are

treated. Currently, the University
of Michigan is the only place in
the world where doctors and sci-
entists are actively conducting
research to make Cavitational
Ultrasound a clinical reality.

This fall, we completed construc-
tion of a new 32-element phased
array cavitational ultrasound
transducer and advanced 
electronic driving system. The
entire cost of this prototype,
$50,000, was supported by 
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CAVITATIONAL
ULTRASOUND HISTOTRIPSY

William W. Roberts

J. Stuart Wolf Jr.

Arul M. Chinnaiyan

“The data in our study provides 
tantalizing evidence that gene fusion
is the causative agent — the initiating
event — in prostate cancer.”
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CAVITATIONAL
ULTRASOUND
HISTOTRIPSY
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  7

generous philanthropic contributions
to the Minimally Invasive Urology
Fund. This transducer operates at a
lower frequency (500 kHz) than its
predecessor and is able to treat a
larger volume of tissue more rapidly.
Initial testing demonstrated that this
system will be a superior prototype
for establishing preliminary data in
preparation for human trials. 
Our initial paper, “Pulsed Cavitational
Ultrasound: A Noninvasive
Technology for Controlled Tissue
Ablation (Histotripsy) in the Rabbit
Kidney” was published in the
February issue of The Journal of

Urology. The paper describes our 
initial experimental results and 
introduces cavitational ultrasound
technology to the rest of the world-
wide urological community. 

We greatly appreciate the generosity
of those who have provided philan-
thropic contributions for this research
effort such as the gift of $75,000
from the Katzman Family Support
Foundation, $15,000 from Mary and
Jeffrey Golata, as well as a $10,000
grant from the Lois and David
Stulberg Foundation. Our success is
largely a reflection of your support.
We look forward to sharing with 
you the exciting developments and
discoveries that continue to emerge
from our research program.

A WORD WITH LESLIE AND MEL PARTOVICH: 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Mel and Leslie Partovich have made a significant commitment to the future 
of the University of Michigan Urology Center. Through planned giving, the
Partovichs have generously bequeathed $125,000 to establish the Mel and Leslie
Partovich Family Fund to be used under the discretion of the Chairman 
of the Department of Urology.

Why did you choose to donate to the University of Michigan Urology Center?

We are donating to the Center for two reasons:

First, Dr. Montie gave us confidence going into my surgeries that my cancer
would be well-managed and most probably cured. After my initial diagnosis Dr.
Montie told me, “not to sell the ranch — that I would overcome the illness!”

Secondly, the entire U-M staff including Dr. Montie and Dr. Wolf work as an
effective team. I felt curing my cancer was a personal matter to them. 

How does your gift benefit the Michigan Urology Center and others?

It is our hope that this contribution (however small in scope) will be used by
Dr. Montie and his faculty to advance treatment research methods of cancer
for patients. We have given total discretion of our gift to the Chairman of
Department of Urology to be used in the most effective manner he deems to 
be in the best interest of the department.

How does charitable giving benefit you emotionally?

After being diagnosed with cancer, it becomes your greatest opponent.
Contributing in some way to defeat an illness, which so severely affects your
life as well as others, is emotionally uplifting.

What are your views regarding philanthropy?

Our view in this respect is that people who are fortunate to have achieved a
certain level of financial success should consider gifting a percentage of their net
worth to a cause or causes important to them. Frankly, it is because of other
people before me contributing to cancer research that I have survived this 
disease. Cancer is so prevalent today that it is almost impossible not to have a
friend or family member who has not been impacted. What more important
can you do with your money than allocate a portion to giving to a charity. 

If you could dream the largest philanthropic dream, what would that be?

Our greatest philanthropic dream would be that others of substantial means
recognize that they have some level of responsibility to assist in aiding others 
to overcome illness which could terminate lives prematurely.

How would you like to be remembered?

Leslie and I would like to be remembered as people who recognized the 
existence of certain problems and tried to do something about them. As people
who made a difference on matters and issues important to us.
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Jack Lousma

Jack has come a long way in defining what it
means to be a survivor. He first survived the
Marines. He then tackled the rigors of NASA
training and the challenges of space flight. And,
finally, Jack survived prostate cancer, the most
common form of cancer among American men,
excluding skin cancers.

In 1998, as part of NASA research into the
long-term effects of space on the human body,
Jack was required to visit NASA’s Johnson
Space Center in Houston, Texas for an annual
physical.

During one of Jack’s annual physicals, NASA
doctors detected an abnormally high PSA
(prostate-specific antigen) count. They suspected
immediately that Jack had prostate cancer.

Jack’s first move was to consult with his per-
sonal physician. Jack’s physician recommended
he seek the treatment of Dr. James Montie at
U-M who is considered by many to be among
the nation’s top urologists.

Heading Into Treatment 
at Full Speed

As you might expect from a military man and
thrill-seeking sky jock, Jack, with the profes-
sional counsel of Dr. Montie, decided on sur-
gery. By opting for surgery, Jack was allowing
Dr. Montie to fully assess the situation and
take the most direct approach in curing Jack
of his cancer. “Once I met with him and eval-
uated my options,” Jack said. “I decided that
surgery by Dr. Montie was the best choice.”

The surgery proved to be an overwhelming
success. By the time Jack had his next annual
physical with NASA, his PSA count was simply
unreadable. Jack owed his quick recovery to
two things: early detection and the skill and
experience of Dr. Montie. Jack has been cancer-
free going on eight years now and has yet to
lose his adventuresome spirit and zest for life.

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY BOARD COMMITTEE
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Bob Kozak
Kassie Kretzshmar
Surendra M. Kumar, M.D.
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We recognize with gratitude, these 
organizations and individuals for their 
support of the Michigan Urology Center.

Every effort has been made to assure the
accuracy of our donor records. We have 
listed the names of supporters who have
given gifts of $100 and above. If we have
inadvertently excluded your name, please
accept our apology and call or send an
email to update our files.
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Carole and Thomas Ray
Dr. James Relle
Jon M. Richards, D.D.S.
John Richardson
Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle and Frank Riggle
William W. Roberts, M.D.
Ellen Robinson
Karen and Carl Robinson
Peter E. Robinson
Donald Roble, Jr.
Lynda and Andrew Ronie
David Rosenberg, D.O.
Sydney Ross
Lisa and Richard Rowe
Laurence E. Rybacki
Frank Saad
Kurt Saldana
Laurie Sall
Steffanie L. Samuels
Aruna V. Sarma, M.D.
Duke Scarfano
Roger Schaller
Christopher Scheuer

Joe Schmidt
Greg Schneider
Bradley Schram
Leah R. and Jay W. Schultz, Ph.D.
Timothy G. Schuster, M.D.
Harvey Schwartzberg
Catherine and J. Ron Scriven
Philip R. Seaver
Brian Seifman, M.D.
Dr. Melvin Sharf
Michael Shields
Dr. Allen Shorr
Edward J. Shumaker, Jr.
Sharon and Thomas C. Shumaker
Alan Simons
Doris L. and James C. Sisson
Andrea Sklar
Leo Sklar
Dr. Abe Slaim
W. Sidney Smith
B. Thomas M. Smith
Margaret and Joel Smoller
Mary and Scott Stanek
Gus Stefanek
Joan and Kenneth Stern
Lois Stulberg
Tom Sundberg, Jr.
Thomas Sundberg, Sr.
Josh Syme
Jinet and David Tam
Sandra and Jeffrey Tamaroff
Marc, Ronna and Marc Taub, M.D.
Richard E. Taylor
Elizabeth Teeter
Dr. Warren Tessler
Doug Thal
Bruce Thal
Mark Theiser
John Thomas
Patricia Tokar
Alicia Torres and Frank Legacki
Ronald L. Trachet
William Tripp
Dr. Geoffrey A. Trivax
Dr. Justin Trivax
Mark Trostle
Dean J. Trudeau
Dana R. Underwood
Sandra and George Valassis
Matt VandePutte
Barbara and Mathew Vanderkloot
Steve Vannelli
Aaron I. Vinik, M.D.
Laurie and Timothy Wadhams
Roger Walker
Julian H-C Wan, M.D.
John T. Wei, M.D.
Jerome Weinstein
Elise I. Weisbach
S. Miller Weisman
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Jeanne and Russell Williams
Barbara and Thomas E. Williams
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Frank Zematis
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We Need Your 
Continued Support

A financial donation to the Michigan
Urology Center can be made in a variety of
methods — direct gifts, bequests, annuities,
stocks, trusts and more. You may make a
pledge in your name, your family’s name or
in honor or memory of someone special to
you. There are many donation options that
offer tax deductions and our development
staff is available to assist you in exploring
your best option of giving. However you
choose to give, your contribution is a com-
mitment to the Michigan Urology Center’s
goal of transforming scientific discoveries
into medical solutions.

To learn more about giving to the Michigan
Urology Center, please contact:

Steffanie Samuels, Director of Development 
Michigan Urology Center
3875 Taubman Center
1500 East Medical Center Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-0330

Phone: 734-615-9843
Email: ssamuels@umich.edu 
Michigan Urology Center Online:
www.med.umich.edu/urology/

Editor: Steffanie Samuels

If you no longer wish to receive this 
publication, please call 734-615-9843 or
send an email to: ssamuels@umich.edu
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