The Correlation between Depression Symptoms and

Length of Disease in Scleroderma Patients

Hypothesis

Length of discase is likely 10 affect depression among seleroderma patients.

_ __Research Objectives
The overall purpose of this study is to see if there is an assoc '
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patients.

Suhjects:

. 186 scleroderma patients

. subscribed to the weekly e-letter
. Out of 186

L 13 were men

L 173 were women.

. From the United States, Australia, Great Britain, and Canada.
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Instrumer
The Center for Epidemiologic St
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symptoms in consenting adults.
. Survey measurcs include:
sleep disturbance

loss of appetite
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Used: The Center for Epidemiologic Studies Depression Scale

| demographics survey in order to create a criteria as to who .

« selernderma patients from around the courtry
the Scleroderma Foundation and receive the for
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sCleroderma

| For females t
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4l -Jg v arsof illness (r=-.091).

When the correfatl

correlation . i
:;: l::u years of illness, showed no signific

fationships for males (=12, -
here was a significant and negative

correlation between Total CES-D scores and age(r =

160, p=.05)

implying that as women got older they were less
epressed

| significant positive comrelation between age and
i1 sofillness {r=0.27, p < .01).

v\ Amificant correlation between Total CES-D
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