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                                New Gene Found Suppressed in Scleroderma Brings Potential Target for Treatment

				
					Dr. John Varga and team discover a gene that plays a crucial role in the scarring that occurs in scleroderma patients.
				

			

							
					

	
			

	

	

	
    								
			
	
						
    
        


    
    

			
	
			
													

                                Tofacitinib Shows Promise in Scleroderma Patients, Researchers Are Optimistic for Next Phase of Study

				
					Researchers in the Division of Rheumatology and colleagues find that tofacitinib was well tolerated among patients with early systemic sclerosis in a phase I/II study.
				

			

							
					

	
			

	

	

	
    								
			
	
						
    
        


    
    

			
	
			
													

                                How the Western Diet and Gut Bacteria Can Lead to Scarring, Vessel Damage in Scleroderma

				
					Researchers in the Division of Rheumatology uncover a substance produced by gut microorganisms that can lead to scarring and blood vessel damage in patients with scleroderma.
				

			

							
					

	
			

	

	

	
    								
			
	
						
    
        


    
    

			
	
			
													

                                Drugs Showing Promise in Cancer Trials Reduce Scarring for Scleroderma

				
					Dr. Pei-Suen (Eliza) Tsou and team discover that drugs that inhibit BRD4, known to play a role in cancer, also affect fibrosis in scleroderma.
				

			

							
					

	
			

	

	

	
    								
			
	
						
    
        


    
    

			
	
			
													

                                Nanoparticle Reduces Skin and Lung Scarring for Scleroderma

				
					Dr. John Varga and his lab discover a biodegradable nanoparticle used in medical sutures could combat chronic inflammation and scarring in the lungs and skin of people with scleroderma.
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        Dinesh Khanna, MD, MSc Scleroderma Program Director    

            

                        
    
        Scleroderma is an autoimmune connective tissue and rheumatic disease that is caused by the immune system attacking the connective tissue under the skin and around internal organs and blood vessels, which can lead to scarring and thickening of the tissue in these areas. It’s a progress disease that can produce symptoms and complications varying widely in people with scleroderma, ranging from mild to severe.

About Our Program

The Michigan Medicine Scleroderma Program, established in 2004 in the Division of Rheumatology and led by Dinesh Khanna, MD, MSc, is a multidisciplinary group of researchers and health care providers dedicated to advancing research and improving care for patients with scleroderma and its related complications. Our team consists of specialists from many disciplines, including rheumatology, pulmonology, cardiology, gastroenterology, infectious diseases, dermatology, physical medicine & rehabilitation, and plastic surgery.

    

        
    
        Meet the Team    

    



    

    
        


    

        
  
    Research  

                        
    
        Our researchers conduct a broad range of basic studies, translational studies, observational studies, and clinical trials to increase our understanding of the mechanisms behind scleroderma, and to develop improved diagnostic and targeted treatment options.

Basic and Translational Research

Work in the ScleroLab, led by John Varga, MD, is patient-oriented, bench-to-bedside, and encompasses several approaches, ranging from genetics and functional genomics to vascular biology, cellular immunology, metabolic studies, molecular and live imaging, and matrix biology.

    

        
    
        Learn More    

    



    

    
        


    

                        
  
    Clinical Research  

        
    
        Our team of researchers are conducting a vast array of clinical trials and observational studies focused on evaluating potential new treatments for scleroderma and to better understand how scleroderma affects people and their quality of life.

    

        
    
        Learn More    

    



    

    
        


    

                                
    
        
Patient Care


For Patients

	Learn More About Scleroderma, and find patient education and clinic information
	UCLA SCTC GI Tract 2.0 Questionnaire
	Scleroderma Peer Mentor Program - Designed to help empower patients with scleroderma to take control of their lives and their health care
	Self-Manage Scleroderma Program - Developed to help patients learn about scleroderma, manage their symptoms, and learn self-advocacy strategies
	Michigan Medicine Patient and Visitor Guide


For Physicians

	M-Line - for referrals and consultation information







Contact Us


Academic Office

Michigan Medicine Scleroderma Program

7C27 NIB

300 North Ingalls Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Phone: (734) 936-5561 (non-patient related calls only)






Support Our Work


To make a gift to support our research, please visit the Scleroderma Cure Fund.
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	Research
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