
Background
Research Issues Related to Workforce Requirements and Quality of Practice Measures in Pediatrics (2001-2005) 
is a broad program of study designed to provide information to the American Board of Pediatrics for use in guiding 
the future of training, certification, and supply of pediatric health care providers in the United States.  Through this 
relationship, funded by the American Board of Pediatrics Foundation, the Child Health Evaluation and Research 
(CHEAR) Unit is recognized as the official research partner of the Board.

Objective
The main objective of Research Issues Related to Workforce Requirements and Quality of Practice Measures in 
Pediatrics is to provide officials at the American Board of Pediatrics with information about current workforce 
trends in pediatric care, the role of pediatricians in the health care of children and the variation in the care provided 
by generalists and specialists.  This information will allow ABP officials to understand the changing nature of the 
practice of pediatrics and the role of Board certification in the patterns and organization of care delivery.

Research Topics and Methods
The research agenda for this program is dynamic, changing as new issues arise.  Close cooperation with ABP 
officials allows the research team to focus its efforts on critical areas.  Research methods are targeted to the goals 
and priorities for each study, and include mailed surveys, structured interviews, focus groups, or secondary data 
analysis.  Results of studies are first presented to ABP officials, and then disseminated at national meetings and 
through publication in peer-reviewed journals.

Research Issues Related to Workforce Requirements and Quality of Practice Measures in Pediatrics is housed at 
the Child Health Evaluation and Research (CHEAR) Unit, in the Division of General Pediatrics, University of 
Michigan Medical Center.  The Principal Investigator, Gary L. Freed, MD, MPH, Director of the CHEAR Unit, has 
extensive experience in the design and conduct of health services research.
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