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Introduction

Components

Funding

The Division of General Pediatrics and the Child
Health Evaluation and Research (CHEAR) Unit
at the University of Michigan are pleased to
sponsor an elective month in pediatric health
services research. This elective is open to pediat-
rics and medicine-pediatrics residents from
federally recognized under-represented minorities,
in their 2nd or later years of housestaff training.

The goal of this elective is to provide sufficient
exposure to health services research (HSR)
concepts and research so that residents can deter-
mine if this is a field they wish to pursue. There is
a paucity of under-represented minority research-
ers in the HSR field, and few role models nation-
ally. As such, many minority residents are
unaware of potential training and career opportu-
nities in HSR.

The field of health services research includes the
study of:

* organization, financing, and delivery of
health care

* quality and outcomes
* cost and medical effectiveness
* physician and patient behavior

* health policy

Elective participants will:

* Experience being part of a research team! Resi-
dents will have the opportunity to participate in
one or more research projects, with specific
responsibilities and attainable goals.

* Attend the division’s weekly research seminar
series and fellowship research meetings, to hear
about research in progress.

* Meet with the Division Director, Fellowship
Director, and Associate Director for Research
regarding different components of research
design and research operations.

* Meet with the elective director to discuss key
publications in HSR that illustrate the breadth
and depth of the field.

* Meet with division research faculty to learn
about career paths and opportunities.

* Learn about the potential fellowship training
and career options in HSR.

* Join small group meetings with minority faculty
and the leadership of the department and
medical school.

e Attend the annual research meeting of the
Pediatric Academic Societies after the elective is
complete.

IMPROVING CHILDREN’S HEALTH
THROUGH RESEARCH

Most expenses for the elective will be paid by the
University of Michigan. These include:

e Salary and fringe benefits for the elective
month, upon request from the resident’s
home institution

e Travel expenses to/from Ann Arbor

* Lodging expenses

* Expenses to attend the Pediatric Academic
Societies meeting

Reviews

What participating residents are saying about the
Elective in Pediatric Health Services Research for
Under-Represented Minorities at the University of
Michigan. ..

“The best part of this elective was the opportu-
nity to explore what exactly ‘health services
research’ is all about and consider it as a career
option... Everything about this elective was
excellent!”

“The people I worked with treated me as a
valuable part of the research process. I was
exposed to areas of knowledge that I probably
would never have been exposed to otherwise.”

“The best part was the excitement of getting the
answers and testing your hypotheses... The
discussions of articles were quite an eye-opener
about how different organizations and policies
work and their impact.”
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