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Sellner Professorship in Human Genetics

Jeffery W. Innis, M.D., Ph.D. has been named a Morton S. and 
Henrietta K. Sellner Professor of  Human Genetics. 
Since joining our faculty as an assistant professor of  Human 
Genetics, Dr. Innis has served as the Director of  the Division of  
Genetics, the Director of  the Medical Genetics Residency Program 
(which he founded in 1996) and is the founder and Medical Director 
of  the Michigan Medical Genetics Laboratories.  This laboratory 
offers dozens of  biochemical and genetic tests that not only inform 
the treatment of  known genetic diseases, but also serve as a 
research platform for discovery of  new causes of  disease.  
The Morton S. and Henrietta K. Sellner Professorship in Human 
Genetics was established in 2000.  In 1971, the Sellner’s son, 
Ascher Sellner, M.D. was diagnosed with Wilson’s disease, a genetic 
disorder characterized by an excess of  copper in the body.  The 
Sellner family learned of  the pioneering work of  a University of  
Michigan Internal Medicine and Genetics professor, George Brewer, 
M.D.  Ascher Sellner became a patient of  Dr. Brewer.
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It has been an unprecedented autumn of 
new:  thirty-seven new faculty; new ofþces; 
new clinic spaces; new house ofþcer lounge, 
brand new hospitals.  Thank you all for 
making this a monumental season and year 
in continuing our extraordinary efforts 
in clinical care, education and research. 

My very best wishes for a holiday season 
þlled with sharing treasured memories, 
celebrating moments together and creating 
new shared adventures to you and to your 
family.  Please join me and your colleagues 
at the annual department holiday party.  See 
þnal page of this newletter for information.

Valerie Castle, M.D.
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Sellner Professorship continued from page one

 The family’s gratitude is evident in the gift they bestowed to help endow a professorship in research and clinical care for patients with genetic 
diseases.  With matching funds from the University of  Michigan Medical School, the professorship was established.  George Brewer, M.D. was the 
þrst recipient.  
Dr. Innis models the ideals of  this professorship.  In the words of  a colleague:  òIt is rare to þnd a superb clinician who also does 
groundbreaking basic research, translates the research into improved patient diagnoses and uses information from patients to fuel his basic 
research.”  Congratulations Dr. Innis.

 Welcome NewFaculty
Karen Uzark, BSN, MS, PhD Clinical Associate Professor Cardiology
Kurt Schumacher, MD Clinical Lecturer Cardiology
Marc Knepp, MD Clinical Lecturer Cardiology
Matthew Hazle, MD Clinical Lecturer Cardiology
Thor Thorsson, MD Clinical Lecturer Cardiology
Kristin Kullgren, PhD Clinical Assistant Professor Child Behavioral Health
Lei Sun, PhD Research Investigator Critical Care Medicine
Katherine Wilson, MD Clinical Lecturer Department of  Neurology-Pediatrics
Alison Dickson, MD Clinical Lecturer General Pediatrics
Katherine Auger, MD Clinical Lecturer General Pediatrics
Lauren Reed, MD Clinical Lecturer General Pediatrics
Christopher Vlangos, PhD Research Investigator Genetics
Mark Hannibal, MD, PhD Clinical Associate Professor Genetics
Marwan Tayeh, PhD, FACMG Clinical Assistant Professor Genetics
Andrew Harris, MD Clinical Lecturer Hem/Onc
Craig Byersdorfer, MD, PhD Clinical Lecturer Hem/Onc
Jack Mosher, PhD Assistant Research Scientist Hem/Onc
Kelli Walkovich, MD Clinical Lecturer Hem/Onc
Amy Hepper, MD Clinical Lecturer Hospitalist
Brigid Gregg, MD Clinical Lecturer Infectious Disease
Terri Stillwell, MD, MPH Clinical Lecturer Infectious Disease
Imran Memon, MD Clinical Assistant Professor Internal Medicine-Nephrology
Bridget Pekrul, MD Clinical Lecturer Internal Medicine-Pediatric Hospitalist
D’Anna Saul, MD Clinical Instructor Internal Medicine-Pediatric Hospitalist
Kate Stanley, MD Clinical Assistant Professor Neo-Peri Medicine
David Selewski, MD Clinical Lecturer Nephrology
Kera Luckritz, DO, MPH Clinical Lecturer Nephrology
Marie Tanzer, MD Clinical Lecturer Nephrology
Matthew Sampson, MD Clinical Lecturer Nephrology
Weibin Zhou, PhD Research Investigator Nephrology
Rani Singh, MD Clinical Assistant Professor Neurology
Aimee Leyton, MD Clinical Lecturer NICU Hospitalist
Anna Little, MD Clinical Lecturer NICU Hospitalist
Arika Gupta, MD Clinical Lecturer NICU Hospitalist
Jane Yu, MD Clinical Lecturer NICU Hospitalist
Jessica Fealy, MD Clinical Lecturer NICU Hospitalist
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R.A.V.E.     Recognize Award Value Employee  Award
An initiative developed by the Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases to 

recognize and show appreciation for valued employees

To nominate someone for a R.A.V.E. award, visit the Department’s 
internal web pages and select the R.A.V.E. tab.  It’s easy!  
Nomination forms may be submitted on line.
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An effect of  Queen Kelly’s leadership was demonstrated  this 
past winter during  a February blizzard that kept many home.  
100% of  Queen Kellyõs staff  reported to work, reÿecting 
the same dedication to customer service that Queen Kelly 
displays in the Multispecialty Clinic.  Kelly was nominated for 
this award by her manager, Ilene Phillips who states “ Kelly is 
an excellent manager, treats all clinic staff  fairly and makes 
people feel valued and proud of  their roles… We are very 
lucky to have her in the Department of  Pediatrics”.  

This nomination was made by Jess Thoene, MD, Director 
of  Biochemical Genetic Lab and Active Emeritus.   The 
award salutes the shining example Deborah demonstrates 
in her work every day and for the work she put forth for 
the bi-annual CAP site visit.  The BGL was commended 
for being a ò terriþc labó, by the visiting inspector from 
the University of  Iowa.  Under Deborah’s supervision and 
attention to details the BGL passed with ÿying colors.  
There were neither deþciencies nor any suggestions for 
improvement.   Fantastic work Deborah.  

Dr. Charpie was nominated by Deb Zolikoff, Pediatric Administration, 
for the awesome job he is doing in getting his faculty and staff to 
quickly and accurately complete tasks for the appointment or promotion 
process.  Deb says, “ the appointment, promotion and credentialing 
process can be extremely tedious and very time consuming...there are 
numerous forms that must be completed, narratives that must be written 
and  encouragement that must be given to others to assist in the process.  

Dr. Charpie not only responds quickly, but he always puts in the time and effort that is required to do the job 
right the þrst time.ó

Queen for a Week
Kelly Hornbacher

Taubman Pediatric Clinic

Queen for a Week
Deborah Weigel

tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ DŜƴŜǝŎǎ π aaD[

Extra Mile Award
May 2011
John Charpie, M.D., Ph.D.
Cardiology
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RAVE continued

Jacinta Florek, Endocrinology, was nominated by Cheng-Yu Chang and 
Drs. Inas Thomas and Ram Menon for organizing the þrst Type 1 diabetes 
picnic for pediatric patients and their families.  Jacinta took the initiative, 
identiþed and secured funding for the event.  She also reserved the venue, 
publicized the event and arranged refreshments for the over 150 guests.  
The event was so well received it may become an annual event.

2011 Medical School Outstanding Clinician

Take a Bow Award

For the second year in a row, the 
Department of Pediatrics and 
Communicable Diseases captured 
the GO BLUE award in the 
Big House Big Heart charity walk/
run.  The honor is bestowed on 
the department with the highest 
percentage of participation.  

This award recognizes the exemplary 
performance of  a practicing clinician or 
program leader of  innovation in clinical 
care. Examples include outstanding service 
as a medical director of  a clinical program,  
development of  clinical care management 
programs or new care models, leading the 
development of  evidence-based practice 
guidelines or an institutional quality 
improvement initiative .

Dennis C. Crowley, M.D.

Mott Family and Volunteers:  
The Secor Family, l to r: Chris, 
Melyssa,  Mary and Bryanna

Queen for a Week
Roseann Hadlock, Endocrinology

This recognition salutes the shining example Roseann demonstrated 
for the past months in the Pediatric Gastroenterology service.  During a 
critical time of  staff  shortage, Roseann kept up her own work in Pediatric 
Endocrinology and then assisted GI with patient scheduling and nurse 
and physician support.  Dr. James Lopez, Division Director of  GI and 
Cheng-Yu Chang, Roseann’s supervisor made this nomination.

Extra Mile Winners

August, Cindy Dreffs, Genetics

Bob was nominated by Dr. Aimee Armstrong (Pediatric 
Cardiology) for his exceptional initiative, enthusiasm and 
energy he displays in his role as a nurse in the pediatric 
cardiac catheterization laboratory.  

September, Bob Nemeth, Cardiology

Cindy was nominated by Laura Gohl for her never 
wavering commitment to accept new tasks and 
performing them in a calm/efþcient manner.  Cindy 
celebrates her 30th year at UM this year!




