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William Warner William Warner 
Coon, M.D.Coon, M.D.

Professor Emeritus of 
Surgery

University of Michigan 
Health System

1925 to 2000



Born in Saginaw, Michigan 8-10-25

Attended Johns Hopkins University

• Undergraduate 1943-45

• Medical School 1945-49, M.D.



Medicine was his art, 
but did you know 

about his painting?

University of Michigan 

• House Officer 1949-53 and 
1955-6

Chief of Surgery—U.S. Army 
Hospital

• Augsberg, Germany 

• 1953-55

University of Michigan 

• Instructor-Professor 1956-
1967

• Professor Emeritus 1996-
2000



Consummate 
Surgeon

• Importance of each 
member of the team 

Extraordinary 
Educator

• Medical Students

• House Officers

• Colleagues

Role Model



Research
• Assistant Director—Clinical 
Research Unit from inception 1982 to 
1986

• Venous Thromboembolism, 
Pulmonary Embolism, 
Anticoagulation, “Venous 
Thromboembolism…Tecumseh... ”
Circulation 1973 

• Metabolic Consequences of Surgery

• Surgical Aspects of Splenic Disease
Bill’s Pottery



Awards
• Award for Excellence in Resident 
Teaching, Department of Surgery

• President Frederick A. Coller Surgical 
Society 1995-1996

• “The Collerian Tradition; Science 
is Not Enough”

• Distinguished Service Award, Medical 
Center Alumni Society 1997

• Lectureship in Surgical Oncology, 
Department of Surgery

• 8A Respite Room

• Elected to many Surgical Societies



A Human Research Protection Program    
(HRPP) at UMHS:

William W. Coon
2-8-66 Surgeon General 
requires institutional review 
of all human research

3-30-66 UM Committee on 
Clinical Research and 
Investigation Involving 
Human Beings

• Founding Member 
1966-70

• Chair 1970-1995



HRPP at UMHS
continued

September 1986 changed 
to the Institutional Review 
Board of the University of 
Michigan Medical School 
(IRBMED)

May 8, 2008 The first 
annual William Coon 
Memorial Lecture




