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News Update Visit Our Shops

FrRIENDS DONATED $20,000.00 1o TrRAILS EDGE CaMP

Friends has been a sponsor of Trail’s Edge Camp for the past 22 years. Over 100 volunteers are needed Every time a purchase is made in any of the FOUR University of Michigan Friends gift shops, the

to run the five-day camp for 32 ventilator-dependent campers. If you are interested in being a volunteer proceeds go toward supporting patient and family care programs, including amenities, support, and
for Trail's Edge contact Kathy Barnum at Kbarnum@umich.edu educational programs. These programs often do not receive funding from any other source, including
the U-M Health System.

Summer camp is such a
common rite of passage
that it’s easy to assume
everyone has experienced
it at some point in their
lives. But for children
who are ventilator-
dependent and medically
fragile, going to summer
camp is just one of many
activities unavailable

to them.
In June 1990, Trail’s
Edge Camp changed The Carousel Gift Shop at C.S. Mott Children’s The Friends Gift Shop at University Hospital/
that. The first camp of Hospital Taubman Center
its kind, Trail’s Edge is a
place where ventilator-
dependent campers 5-18
‘ years meet kids who face
L al the same challenges that
Photos by: Kathleen Pringle they dO, where they are
not different, and where the impossible becomes reality. Campers
enjoy a week of typical activities like horseback riding, fishing,
archery, and swimming. There’s even a fully accessible tree house!
Campers leave their wheelchairs 25 feet below as they enter the
canopy of the trees via a harness and pulley system.
Located at the Fowler Center for Outdoor Learning—a beautiful
barrier-free camp that sits beside a natural inland lake on 200
acres in Mayville, M1ch1ga.n—Tra11’s Ec.lge is staffed by volunteers The Friends with a Heart Gift Shop at the U-M NEW! Friends East Ann Arbor Gift Shop at East
and funded through donations from Friends and the Zukey Lake Cardiovascular Center Medical Campus (4260 Plymouth Rd.)

Tavern. In addition to benefits for the campers, the week also
provides parents with a much-needed respite from the difficult
tasks inherent in caring for a medically fragile child. In most

cases, it is the only break they get in the course of a year. WWW.INC d R umiCh .C du / fI‘lend S /
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