Timeline of LGBT history in the United States

From the Stonewall Riots on…


1960s

· 1969 - In June of 1969, a series of riots over police action at The Stonewall Inn, a small, dank, mob-run gay bar in Greenwich Village, New York changed the longtime landscape of homosexuals in society, literally overnight. These riots are widely acknowledged as the 'first shot' that ushered in a previously unimagined era of openness, political action, and massive social change. From an era when lesbians and gays were routinely closeted and in fear of losing their jobs, their apartments, their families and even their freedom, these riots - barely covered in the media at the time - were the spark that led to a new militancy and openness in the gay political movement. The name "Stonewall" has itself become almost synonymous with the struggle for gay rights and.  (from: Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution).
1970s

· 1970 - The first Gay Liberation Day March is held in New York City; The first Gay Freedom Day March is held in Los Angeles; The first "Gay-in" held in San Francisco. 

· 1971 - Colorado and Oregon repeal sodomy laws; Idaho repeals the sodomy law - Then re-instates the repealed sodomy law because of outrage among mormons and catholics; Dr. Frank Kameny becomes the first openly gay candidate for the United States Congress.

The University of Michigan establishes the first collegiate LGBT programs office, then known as the "Gay Advocate's Office."

· 1972 - Ann Arbor, Michigan becomes the first city in United States to pass a homosexual rights ordinance. 

· 1973 - The American Psychiatric Association removes homosexuality from its Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-II), based largely on the research and advocacy of Evelyn Hooker.

· 1974 - Kathy Kozachenko becomes the first openly homosexual American elected to public office when she wins a seat on the Ann Arbor, Michigan city council; Ohio repeals sodomy laws. Robert Grant founds American Christian Cause to oppose the "gay agenda", the beginning of modern Christian politics in America. 

· 1975 - Elaine Noble becomes the second openly homosexual American elected to public office when she wins a seat in the Massachusetts State House.

· 1976 - Robert Grant founds the Christian Voice to take his anti-homosexual-rights crusade national in United States.

· 1977 - Harvey Milk is elected city-county supervisor in San Francisco, becoming the third out American elected to public office; Dade County, Florida enacts a Human Rights Ordinance; it is repealed the same year after a militant anti-homosexual-rights campaign led by Anita Bryant .

· 1978 - San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk and Mayor George Moscone are assassinated by former Supervisor Dan White; The rainbow flag is first used as a symbol of homosexual pride. 

· 1979 - The first national homosexual rights march on Washington, DC is held.

1980s

· 1980 - The Democratic National Convention becomes the first major political party in America to endorse a homosexual rights platform plank; David McReynolds becomes the first openly GLBT individual to run for President of the United States, appearing on the Socialist Party U S A ticket. 

· 1981 - The Moral Majority starts its anti-homosexual crusade. 

· 1982 - The first Gay Games is held in San Francisco, attracting 1,600 participants; Wisconsin becomes the first US state to ban discrimination against homosexuals. 

· 1983 - Massachusetts Representative Gerry Studds reveals he is a homosexual on the floor of the House, becoming the first openly homosexual member of Congress. 

· 1984 - Massachusetts voters reelect representative Gerry Studds, despite his revealing himself as homosexual the year before. 

· 1986 - June in Bowers v. Hardwick case, U.S. Supreme Court upholds Georgia law forbidding “certain sex acts”, ruling that the constitutional right to privacy does not extend to homosexual relations, but it did not state whether the law could be enforced against heterosexuals. 

· 1987 - ACT UP stages its first major demonstration, seventeen protesters are arrested; U.S. Congressman Barney Frank comes out. 

1990s

· 1991 - The red ribbon is first used as a symbol of the campaign against HIV/AIDS. 

· 1992 - The World Health Organization removes homosexuality from its ICD-10. 

· 1993 - Brandon Teena is raped and murdered; The third homosexual rights march on Washington, DC is held. 

· 1994 - The AMA denounces supposed cures for homosexuality.
· 1998 - Matthew Shepard is slain. 

· 1999 - California adopts a domestic partnership law. 

21st century AD
2000s

· 2000 - Vermont becomes the first U.S. state to legalize civil unions. 

· 2001 - The state of Arizona in the United States repeals its sodomy law. 

· 2003 - The U.S. Supreme Court strikes down remaining state sodomy laws. 

· 2004 - Michigan approved a constitutional amendment defining marriage as "a union between one man and one woman.";  Massachusetts legalizes same-sex marriage while eleven other U.S. states ban the practice through public referenda; Domestic partnerships are legalized in New Jersey. 

· 2005 – Michigan, Ingham Circuit Court ruled that the marriage amendment did not prohibit public institutions from offering health benefits to the same-sex domestic partners of employees; Maine adds sexual orientation and gender identity to existing anti-discrimination laws. 

· 2006 - Illinois outlaws sexual orientation discrimination; Washington adds sexual orientation to its existing anti-discrimination laws; Missouri legalizes homosexuality between consenting adults; The United States Senate fails to pass the Federal Marriage Amendment; 

· 2007 - Michigan Court of Appeals rules that the marriage amendment "prohibits public employers from recognizing same-sex unions for any purpose," including the provision of employee health benefits;   In New Jersey civil unions law comes into effect. 
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