This Month in American Jewish History
	May 1890
	



Rachel (Ray) Frank (1864/65-1948), a schoolteacher, writer, and lecturer in the California Bay Area was considered by many to be the first female “rabbi” in the United States. Though never ordained, Frank attended a few classes at Cincinnati’s Hebrew Union College, spoke in many synagogues, and in 1890 conducted high-holiday services in Spokane, Washington. In May of that year Frank wrote a letter in which she outlined what she would not do if she were a rabbi:

If I were a rabbi and the holidays were at hand, I would not make “stock” of my seat in schule (synagogue); or in other words, I would not sell religion in the form of pews and benches to the highest bidder.
If I were a rabbi, I would not refuse any man a ticket for Heaven.
If I were a rabbi, I would not frequent such public places as street corners, cigar stands, nor business houses, until I was conspicuous only when absent.
Women are precluded from entering the Holy of Holies; but it is a great satisfaction to contemplate what we would not do were the high office not denied us.

	May 10, 1882
	


The first of four hundred immigrants, including 160 children, were brought to the agricultural settlement in Alliance, New Jersey. Founded by the Alliance Israelite Universelle’s funded Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society, the colony took the name Alliance in tribute to its founder. In contrast to other colonies, Alliance was able to succeed in part by also having a number of industries that helped the colony overcome fluctuations in the agriculture economy and helped attract new colonists to the area.

	May 14, 1940
	Emma Goldman (b. 1869) died at the age of 70. Born in Kovno, Emma Goldman became one of the most well known Jewish women in American history. An anarchist, Goldman believed true freedom was impossible under any form of modern society or polity while also believing that each individual must be completely free. Though Goldman opposed all existing forms of the State, she believed an ideal form of group survival could be achieved through a cooperative ethical society. In a 1934 Harper’s Magazine article titled, “Was My Life Worth Living?,” she wrote:

I consider Anarchism the most beautiful and practical philosophy that has yet been thought of in its application to individual expression and the relation it establishes between the individual and society…Anarchism alone stresses the importance of the individual, his possibilities and needs in a free society. Instead of telling him that he must fall down and worship before institutions, live and die for abstractions, break his heart and stunt his life for taboos, Anarchism insists that the center of gravity in society is the individual – that he must think for himself, act freely, and live fully.

	May 15, 1928
	


Alfred M. Cohen (1859-1949) was one of Cincinnati’s most distinguished Jews. A lawyer, Cohen served as a Democrat in the Ohio State Senate. He was also president of the Board of Hebrew Union College and the international B’nai B’rith. On this date, in his role as B’nai B’rith president, Cohen wrote a letter of congratulations to a young confirmand in Akron, Ohio named Seymour Zipper:

If you will observe the lessons of our faith taught you by your dear Rabbi, your life will be happy and useful. Those self-same lessons so fortified our fathers as to make them invincible in spite of all who rose up against them.
My hope is that you will prove worthy of your heroic past, for your own sake as well as that of your coreligionists. Always remember that the weal or woe of all Israel is in the hands of every individual Israelite. If this admonition be ever before you, you cannot fail to realize the fondest expectations of all who are dear to you.

	May 19, 1906
	


In response to the Kishinev massacre of 1903 along with other Russian pogroms, a group of prominent American Jewish leaders, including Cyrus Adler (1863-1940), Louis Marshall (1856-1929), and Jacob H. Schiff (1847-1920), met in New York City for a second time to consider the establishment of an organization to aid Jews in the U.S. and abroad. The work of this meeting culminated on November 11, 1906 with the establishment of the American Jewish Committee. The founding purpose of the AJC was “to safeguard the civil and religious rights of Jews and to alleviate the consequences of persecution or disaster affecting them at home and abroad.” Today, nearly 100 years later, the AJC defines its mission this way:

· To safeguard the welfare and security of Jews in the United States, in Israel, and throughout the world. 

· To strengthen the basic principles of pluralism around the world, as the best defense against anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry. 

· To enhance the quality of American Jewish life by helping to ensure Jewish continuity and deepen ties between American and Israeli Jews. 

	May 23, 1933
	Representative Louis T. McFadden (R-PA) delivered a scathing speech in the U.S. House of Representatives attacking the Federal Reserve System as being part of a treasonous conspiracy perpetrated by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the international banking community (i.e., the Jews). Among his named targets were the New York investment banking company of Kuhn, Loeb, Company and one of its partners, James P. Warburg (1896-1969). Here is a portion of McFadden’s remarks:

He (Roosevelt) has brought with him from Wall Street, James Warburg, the son of Paul M. Warburg. Mr. Warburg, alien born, and the son of an alien who did not become naturalized here until several years after this Warburg's birth, is a son of a former partner of Kuhn, Loeb and Co., a grandson of another partner, a nephew of a former partner, and a nephew of a present partner. He holds no office in our Government, but I am told that he is in daily attendance at the Treasury, and that he has private quarters there! 
In other words, Mr. Chairman, Kuhn, Loeb and Company now has control and occupies the U.S. Treasury.

	May 28, 1773
	


Rabbi Raphael Hayyim Isaac Carigal (1729-1777) preached in the Touro Synagogue of Newport, Rhode Island on the first day of Shavuot. Speaking in the presence of the governor and magistrates, Carigal delivered a sermon titled “The Salvation of Israel.” Originally written in Spanish, the sermon was translated into English and published later that year by Abraham Lopez, becoming the first Jewish sermon to be published in this country. 

	May 29, 1951
	


Fanny Brice (b. 1891), born Fannie Borach, died on this date. The daughter of a saloonkeeper in the Lower East Side of New York City, she made her stage debut at the age of thirteen. Brice first achieved stardom as a member of Florenz Ziegfeld’s Follies and later performed in vaudeville in New York and London. By the 1930s Fanny Brice was a well-known singer, mimic, comedienne, and movie actress. She also starred in many motion pictures, including The Great Ziegfeld (1936) and was known for her popular Baby Snooks impersonation. 

	May 29, 1954
	


Rabbi Jack H. Skirball (1896-1985), a 1921 graduate of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and later a motion picture executive in Hollywood and real estate developer, secured a charter from the state of California to develop a Los Angeles campus for the College-Institute. The first classes at this new branch were held that fall at the Wilshire Boulevard Temple. 

	May 31, 1972
	Mayor John V. Lindsay proclaimed this date as “Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion Day” in New York City. 
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