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Earth Day 
            (International)

 April 22
Begun in 1970, this day commemorates a worldwide effort to protect the planet, children and the future of mankind.

Former U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson (D-WI), Earth Day's co-founder, said he modeled Earth Day on anti-Vietnam War demonstrations called "teach-ins" that then were common on college campuses:

On April 22, 1970, 20 million people, 2,000 colleges and universities, 10,000 grammar and high schools and 1,000 communities mobilized for the first nationwide demonstrations on environmental problems. Congress adjourned for the day so members could attend Earth Day events in their districts. The response was nothing short of remarkable, and the modern American environmental movement took off.

Earth Day is the only event celebrated simultaneously around the globe by people of all backgrounds, faiths and nationalities. More than a half billion people participate in our campaigns every year.

Founded by the organizers of the first Earth Day in 1970, Earth Day Network (EDN) promotes environmental citizenship and year round progressive action worldwide.
Earth Day Network’s mission is to broaden the environmental movement worldwide and to educate and mobilize people, governments, and corporations to take responsibility for a clean and healthy environment with the following goals:
Promote Civic Engagement 
Broaden the Meaning of “Environment”
Mobilize Communities
Create Groundbreaking Environmental Education Programs
Train New Environmental Leaders
Build International Partnerships that Strengthen Cooperation Among Diverse Groups
Engage Corporations in Support of Environmental Programs
Support Earth Day Celebrations Around the World 
Earth Day, April 22, is the largest secular holiday in the world, celebrated by more than a half billion people every year.

From http://www.earthday.net/
