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Transportation assistance 

There are two types of transportation assistance – mileage reimbursement and 

medical transportation to and from appointments.  

 

If your child has regular (straight) Medicaid:  
And you live in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties:  

• You are eligible for mileage reimbursement or medical transportation. To 

arrange, please contact ModivCare at: (866) 569-1908.  

For all other counties in Michigan:  

• You are eligible for mileage reimbursement. The mileage reimbursement 

form must be brought to the appointment and signed by the doctor or 

nurse. Some counties also provide medical transportation. Please contact 

your Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) worker for a medical 

transportation form and to ask if your county has medical transportation.  

 

If your child has a Medicaid HMO:  

• Most of the Medicaid managed care programs provide transportation to and 

from medical appointments. Some also provide mileage reimbursement. 

Please contact them directly to find out how to arrange transportation or get 

reimbursement for gas. The phone number will be on the back of your 

child’s insurance card.  

 

If your child is on Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSCHS):  
If your child has straight Medicaid as well as CSHCS: 

• Please see previous section regarding reimbursement through straight 

Medicaid.  

If your child is enrolled in CSHCS (and not Medicaid): 

• There is both a mileage reimbursement and medical transportation benefit. 

Please contact your local office to discuss mileage reimbursement or 

arranging a ride to an appointment.  
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• If you do not have the phone number to your local CHSCS office, please call 

the Family Help Line at (800)359-3722.  

 

Other options for transportation assistance:  
The Michigan Medicine Department of Social Work has limited assistance for 

families that meet certain guidelines and do not have immediate access to 

mileage reimbursement through any state insurance program.  Please contact 

the Guest Assistance Program at 734-764-6893 for information and assistance. 

 

Lodging information 
There are a number of places that moms, dads, guardians, family, and friends 

can stay overnight in and around the hospital. Please note that not all options 

are appropriate for children or adults with special needs. 

 

Lodging in the hospital: 
In the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) and the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

(NICU): 

• 1 parent/guardian can sleep at the bedside at night. Other adult visitors are 

permitted to stay in the nearby family waiting rooms. Please keep in mind 

that the waiting rooms are not private, and they do not have beds. They are 

not the most comfortable accommodations, but if you want to be as close to 

your child at night as possible while they are cared for in the PICU, then the 

waiting rooms are the place to stay.  

If your child is admitted to the Pediatric Ventilator Unit (PVU) on 12W: 

• 2 adults, over the age of 18, may sleep at bedside. Visitors are not allowed to 

sleep overnight in the waiting rooms on the general care floors. Visitors 

under the age of 18 are allowed to stay until 9 p.m., at which time they will 

need to leave for the night. 
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Med Inn Hotel 
Limited accommodations are available at the Med Inn which is a 30-room hotel 

that is part of the hospital complex. The Med Inn is available for the families of 

both pediatric and adult patients. While preference is given to those families 

whose loved one is in an intensive care unit, it can still be very difficult to get a 

room. The Med Inn costs $75 a night for one queen bed, $80 a night for two 

queen beds and they do not accept Medicaid or Children’s Special Health Care 

Services (CSHCS).  For reservations, contact the Patient and Visitor 

Accommodations Program at:  

• (800) 544-8684 or (734) 936-0135 

• Visit their Web site at www.med.umich.edu/hotels. 

 

Please note: In the event that the Med Inn does not have a vacancy, the staff in 

the Patient and Visitor Accommodations Program can make a reservation for 

you at another contracted offsite hotel in Ann Arbor.  

• You can contact staff in the Guest Assistance Program at (734) 764-6893 or 

go to their office on the second floor of University Hospital near the 

cafeteria between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

 

Ronald McDonald House (RMH) 
RMH is close to Mott on Washington Heights Street, and it is about a 5-minute 

walk to the hospital. The Ronald McDonald House is considered communal 

living which means that you and your family would have your own bedroom, 

but you would likely share a bathroom, a kitchen, and living area with other 

families whose children are staying with us in C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. 

You will also have a daily chore.  

• The Ronald McDonald House costs $10 a night, and rooms are reserved on a 

first-come, first-served basis.  

• Up to four family members can stay in the Ronald McDonald House, 

including children.  

http://www.med.umich.edu/hotels
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• The Ronald McDonald House is a popular place to stay for many families, so 

if you think you might want to stay there, you should call to see if they have 

any rooms available. If they do not have any rooms when you call, you can 

ask them to put your name on the waitlist for a room.  

• There is also a 10-room Ronald McDonald House within C.S. Mott Children’s 

Hospital. Only 2 visitors age 18 and older are able to stay in these rooms. 

The rooms in the “Mott House” are reserved for families whose children are 

in the ICU, and are intended for brief, 1-2 night stays. 

• You can inquire about room availability at the Ronald McDonald House 

by calling (734) 994-4442. 

 

Ann Arbor lodging: 

• For hotels and extended stay facilities (with kitchen facilities) in Ann Arbor 

that have reduced rates for UMHS patients and their families, or hotels in 

Ann Arbor that will bill Medicaid or CSHCS directly, please contact the 

UMHS Patient and Visitor Accommodations to make arrangements at (800) 

544-8684 or (734) 936-0135.  

• There are other hotels and motels around the city of Ann Arbor. Some are a 

few miles from the hospital and can be reached by car, taxi, bus, and hotel 

shuttle, depending on the hotel or motel. Please request a list of hotels by 

contacting the Patient and Visitor Accommodations Program at: (800) 544-

8684 or (734) 936-0135, or visit their Web site at 

www.med.umich.edu/hotels 

 

Local hotel shuttle transportation 
Some local hotels offer free shuttles between their facilities and the hospital. 

The hours of operation are typically limited to daytime hours and may not run 

at all on the weekend. Please check with your hotel or with Patient and Visitor 

Accommodations (1-800-544-8684 or 734-936-0135) staff to identify the hotels 

with this service.  In addition, Michigan Medicine Department of Social Work 

http://www.med.umich.edu/hotels
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has limited assistance for families that meet certain guidelines and do not have 

immediate access to transportation assistance programs through insurance or 

community agencies. 

 

Lodging and meals assistance 
If your child has regular (straight) Medicaid:  
If your child has straight Medicaid, and you live in Wayne, Oakland and 

Macomb counties, and you live more than 50 miles away from Mott: 

• You are eligible for lodging and meal assistance. To arrange lodging and 

meal benefits through ModivCare, a form must be signed by the doctor and 

submitted to ModivCare. Please contact the Pediatric Home Ventilator 

Program Social Worker to get help with this.  

 

For all other counties in Michigan who live more than 50 miles away from the 

hospital: 

• Lodging and meal benefits are available through the Department of Health 

and Human Services (DHHS). Please contact the Pediatric Home Ventilator 

Program Social Worker to assist with this process.  

 

If your child has a Medicaid HMO:  

• Some Medicaid HMO’s have meal and lodging benefits. Most have specific 

eligibility requirements. Please call the insurance company directly or the 

Pediatric Home Ventilator Program Social Worker to find out if you qualify 

for benefits.  

 

If your child is on Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSCHS):  
• If your child has Medicaid as well as CSHCS, please see previous section 

regarding reimbursement through straight Medicaid.  

• If your child is enrolled in CSHCS (and not Medicaid), there is a lodging 

benefit. There is no meal benefit.  
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• Please contact the Michigan Medicine Patient and Visitor Accommodation at 

(800) 544-8684 or (734) 936-0135 or the Pediatric Home Ventilator Program 

Social Worker to make a hotel reservation.  

• The Guest Assistance Program can contact your local CSHCS office to obtain 

a lodging authorization for the hotel stay.  

 

Other options for lodging assistance:  

• The Michigan Medicine Department of Social Work has limited assistance for 

families that meet certain guidelines and do not have immediate access to 

lodging and meal benefits through any state insurance program.  
 

Income Programs 
There are government programs that provide income to children based upon 

their level of disability and parent income.  

 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a program of the Social Security 

Administration. This is a program through the Federal Government and is 

available in every state. SSI provides need-based income for people who meet 

the requirements.  

• Your child must be either blind or disabled.  

• Your child may be eligible beginning as early as the date of birth.  

• Your child may be eligible until age 18.  

o When your child turns age 18, impairments are evaluated based on the 

definition of disability for adults.  

• A child with a visual impairment may be eligible if the impairment meets the 

definition of blindness below.  

 

What are the additional requirements for a disabled or blind child? 
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• If under 18, your child must have a medically determined physical or 

mental disability which result in obvious and severe functional limitations.  

• The condition(s) must have lasted or be expected to last for a continuous 

period of at least 12 months or be expected to result in death.  

• If your child is blind, they must have a central visual acuity of 20/200 or 

worse.  

 

What does deeming mean for income eligibility? 

• If a child is under age 18, not married, and lives at home with a parent(s) 

who do not receive SSI benefits, a part of the parents' income and resources 

is counted.  

o A part of a stepparent’s income and resources may also count if your 

child lives with both a biological or adoptive parent and a stepparent.  

• This process is called "deeming." Deductions are made from deemed income 

for parents and for other children living in the home. After the deductions 

are subtracted, the remaining amount is used to decide if your child meets 

the SSI income and resource requirements for a monthly benefit.  

 

Where can I learn more? 

To find out more information or to apply for SSI on behalf of your child, please 

contact the Social Security Administration at 1(800) 772-1213 or visit their 

website at www.socialsecurity.gov. The Pediatric Home Ventilator Program 

Social Worker is available to assist you with questions regarding this program. 

 
State Disability Assistance (SDA) 
The SDA program provides cash assistance to people who are disabled for at 

least 90 days. Your child may be considered disabled for purposes of SDA if 

they are:  

• Attending school and approved for special education services  

• Approved for disability-based Medicaid  

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/
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• Living in a substance abuse treatment center, adult foster care, home for the 

aged, or county hospital   

• Diagnosed with AIDS  

• An active Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) client  

• A person with disability that meets Social Security’s definition of disability 

(even if not expected to last 12 months)  

• A refugee or asylee that has been cut off of SSI because of time limits  

 

SDA provides cash assistance of up to $264 per month. If you have income, the 

SDA payment will be reduced. Different rates apply to couples and people in 

special living arrangements.  

 

What are Repay Agreements?  

People often apply for SDA to help make ends meet while their application for 

SSI (Social Security) is pending. In these cases, you are required to sign a paper 

called a repay agreement. This allows the Michigan Department of Human 

Services to keep any SSI necessary to pay itself back for any SDA you received 

while your SSI application was pending.  

 

What are Asset Limits for receiving SDA? 

DHS recently changed its policy regarding how and when it calculates your 

assets (the value of things you own) for purposes of SDA. You are now eligible 

for SDA if your assets drop below $3000 at any time in the month of your 

application.  

 

Where can I learn more? 

Contact your local DHS office for an application.  

Visit the website below to learn more:  

http://michigan.gov/dhs/0,1607,7-124-9254---F,00.html  

 

http://michigan.gov/dhs/0,1607,7-124-9254---F,00.html
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Center for Civil Justice:  

http://ccj-mi.org/ 

800-724-7441  

 

Family Support Subsidy (FSS) 
The FSS is available in Michigan for families with less than $60,000 annual 

income and who have a child under age 18 whose school has determined them 

to have:  

• Cognitive impairment (CI)  

• Severe multiple impairment (SXI) or  

• Autism spectrum disorder  

 

Children with CI must be in the severe range of functioning as decided by the 

local or intermediate school district. Children with autism must be receiving 

special education services in a program designed for students with autism, 

severe cognitive impairment or severe multiple impairments. Many children 

with severe disabilities cannot eat, walk, dress, or talk on their own. They often 

have both mental and physical impairments and need round-the-clock care. 

Families with children with severe disabilities have many expenses other 

families do not.  

 

The Family Support Subsidy might be useful for the purchase of items needed 

to care for your child. Items include: special equipment, special foods, diapers, 

transportation costs, in-home care, respite care, family counseling, general 

household expenses, family recreation, and home remodeling to provide for 

special needs. Families can be headed by birth parents, adoptive parents, or 

legal guardians. Foster parents are not eligible.  

 

 

 

http://ccj-mi.org/
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How can I apply for FSS?  

You can get an application for FSS at your local office of Michigan’s Community 

Mental Health Services Program (CMHSP). Your local CMHSP determines 

eligibility for this subsidy program. CMHSPs are listed in most telephone books 

and online at: http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/  

 

If you cannot get the number, call the family support subsidy office in Lansing:  

(517) 241-5773 (TTY: 517-373-3573)  

 

If your child is enrolled in either Early On or Children’s Special Health Care 

Services (CSHCS), they can also assist with applying for FSS:  

Early On: 1(800) 252-0052  

CSHCS: 1(800) 359-3722  

 

Insurance 

Medicaid 

Medicaid is health insurance available to people who are aged, blind, or 

disabled. There are income and asset limits. If your income is over the Medicaid 

limit, you may still be able to get help with your medical bills through a 

Medicaid spend-down program. The amount your income is over the Medicaid 

limit is called excess income. If you have medical expenses that equal or 

exceed the excess income you may still qualify to have your medical bills paid 

for.  

• If your child is already on Medicaid, you will have to reapply when they turn 

18 years old.  

• If your child is not on Medicaid, they may be eligible at 18 years of age as 

the government considers only their income when they become a legal adult.  

A person can have private insurance and still be eligible for Medicaid. Young 

adults can remain on their parents’ insurance until the age of 26. However, it 

may be beneficial to have Medicaid as a secondary insurance to pay medical 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/
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costs not covered by the primary insurance, such as co-pays, diaper supplies, 

etc.  

 

How Do I Apply for Medicaid?  

You can apply online at: https://tinyurl.com/7yadjs2s  

You can also get help applying at your local DHS office.  

 

MIChild 

Children under age 19 whose family income is too high for Medicaid/Healthy 

Kids may be able to get health and dental care insurance through MIChild. To 

qualify, your child must:  

• Be under age 19  

• Have no comprehensive health insurance, including Medicaid  

• Have a Social Security Number (or have applied for one)  

• Live in Michigan, even for a short time  

• Be a U.S. citizen or qualified immigrant  

• Meet monthly family income limits  

 

How much does MIChild cost?  

There is a low monthly cost for your whole family (even if you have more than 

one child).  

 

How do I apply for MIChild?  

You can apply online at: https://tinyurl.com/7yadjs2s  

• Fill out the online application  

• Submit the application online  

• Print a letter that tells you who qualifies  

You can also get help applying at your local DHS office.  

For questions and/or problems, or help to translate, call the Beneficiary Help 

Line: (800) 642-3195/TTY: 1-866-501-5656).  

https://tinyurl.com/7yadjs2s
https://tinyurl.com/7yadjs2s
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Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSHCS) 
CSHCS is a program that pays for the medical care of children with certain 

chronic illnesses.  

• Children must have a qualifying medical condition and be less than 21 years 

old to be eligible.  

o People 21 and over with cystic fibrosis or certain blood clotting 

disorders may also qualify for services.  

• This program is for both uninsured and insured patients. It also provides 

supportive programs for parents.  

• The goal of the CSHCS program is to assure that children with chronic 

medical conditions have access to the specialty care needed. 

  

The child’s medical condition, not income, determines eligibility for this 

program. There may be a monthly premium payment depending on family size 

and income. The income of young adults between the ages of 18 and 21 are 

considered separate from their parents.  

 

What are the Benefits of CSHCS?  

CSHCS works with you to ensure the very best care is received for your child’s 

medical condition. CSHCS helps with:  

• Paying specialty medical bills  

• Coordinating services from multiple providers  

• Covering co-pays or deductibles  

• In some cases, CSHCS can cover other insurance premiums  

 

How does someone enroll in CSHCS?  

Two forms are needed for enrollment to be completed:  

• Medical Eligibility Report Form (MERF): Your child’s specialty physician must 

submit the MERF to the State. At Michigan Medicine, the Pediatric Home 

Ventilator Program Social Worker will help with this.  



Pediatric Home Ventilator Program 
Social Work and Community Resources  

-14- 

• Patient/Parent application: The parent or young adult over 18 will receive an 

application in the mail if the child is accepted into the program. Completed 

applications must be sent back to the main CHSCS in Lansing, MI.  

o If your child has Medicaid coverage, the patient/parent application is not 

required to initiate the coverage.   

 

CSHCS Family Phone Line: (800) 359-3722  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2942_4911_35698---,00.html 

  

Caretaker Relative Medicaid 
Medicaid is available to eligible parents and people who act as parents, caring 

for a dependent disabled child. These people are called caretaker relatives. 

There is an income limit for this program.  

 

If your income is over the income limit, you may still be able to get help with 

your medical bills through a Medicaid spend-down program. The amount your 

income is over the Medicaid limit is called excess income. If you have medical 

expenses that equal or exceed your excess income then through this program, 

your medical expenses that equal or exceed the excess income are paid for. 

Contact the local DHS in your county to apply for this program. The DHS will 

need a form (DHS Form 54A – Medical Needs Form) completed by your child’s 

doctor to state that you are needed in the home to care for the child.  

Learn more here: http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2943_4860-

35199--,00.html  

 

TEFRA Medicaid 
The Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) Medicaid Eligibility Option 

allows children with disabilities from near-poor and middle-income families to 

qualify for Medicaid. Through TEFRA, children can receive Medicaid services 

that address their needs, but still live with their families.  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2942_4911_35698---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2943_4860-35199--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2943_4860-35199--,00.html
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What is not covered by most insurance? 

While you might have adequate health insurance coverage for your child, there 

may be services your insurance will not cover, such as: 

• Private Duty Nursing (PDN) services to assist with 24/7 care needs in the 

home environment  

• Transportation to and from the hospital for frequent clinic visits 

• Temporary lodging and meals for family members  

• Parking fees for visits to the hospital 

• Insurance premiums, co-pays, and deductible amounts 

 

Changes in coverage: 

While planning ahead, there are some important things to consider that may 

change with your child’s insurance coverage: 

• Reaching the maximum limit the insurance company will pay per year or 

over a lifetime. 

• Divorce or separation from a spouse can lead to cancellation of coverage on 

the spouse’s policy. 

• Changes that may impact the insurance coverage, including a change in job 

status due to health, lay-off, change in student status, or other causes. 

• Changes in your child’s insurance policy that can lead to increased co-pays 

or deductibles.   

• Children becoming adults and no longer being covered under their parents’ 

insurance or state-funded health plans. 

 

UMHS Patient Financial Counseling 
The Patient Financial Counseling team provides individual patient financial 

counseling related to both hospital and professional services. They assist those 

who need to apply for state, county and UMHS alternative funding programs, as 

well as respond to your insurance benefit questions, generate charge estimates 

and assist with making payment plans.  
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University of Michigan Health System 

Patient Financial Counselors 

PFC-Counselors@med.umich.edu 

(877) 326-9155 

(734) 232-2621 

 

Other helpful information 
Work or school letters 
Many times your employer or your child’s school will require a note to verify 

the clinic visit or hospital stay. Please inform the Pediatric Home Ventilator 

Program team before leaving the clinic area or discharge home, so we can 

provide you with one.  

 

Disability or other forms 
Disability and other forms required by DHHS or Medicaid can be completed by 

the Pediatric Home Ventilator Program team.  Please provide them to the Social 

Worker and they will coordinate completion and provide them to you via email, 

the patient portal or in person at your next scheduled clinic appointment. 

 

FMLA (Family Medical Leave Act) 
If you must take time away from work to care for your child, ask your employer 

if you are eligible for FMLA. Your social worker can assist you with paperwork 

for this as needed. 

 
Vacation travel  
In preparation for traveling far from home, please contact the Pediatric Home 

Ventilator Program nurse to discuss tips and documentation required to pass 

through Transportation and Security Administration (TSA) at the airport.   
 

 

mailto:PFC-Counselors@med.umich.edu
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Additional resources and community support 
Bridges4Kids 
A comprehensive website providing parents, educators, and others the 

information they need to help children who might be at-risk or have special 

needs. It is updated daily and includes information on child development, 

education issues and opportunities, and extensive disability, gifted, at-risk, 

parenting, and teaching resources. Choose the "search" function on the menu to 

search the entire site for the information you need.  

http://www.bridges4kids.org 

  
Michigan Alliance for Families 
A statewide resource to connect families of children with disabilities to 

resources to help improve their children’s education.  They help facilitate 

parent involvement as a means of improving educational services and outcomes 

for students with disabilities. 

Michigan Alliance can assist you in knowing your rights, effectively 

communicating your child’s needs, and advising how to help them develop and 

learn.  

http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/ 

  

PACER Center 
The mission of PACER Center (Parent Advocacy Coalition 

for Educational Rights) is to expand opportunities and enhance the quality of 

life of children and young adults with disabilities and their families, based on 

the concept of parents helping parents.  

http://www.pacer.org/ 

 
Pediatric Advocacy Initiative (PAI)  
The PAI is a program of the University of Michigan Law School. They work with 

doctors, nurses, and social workers to address legal issues that affect children’s 

health and well-being. The Pediatric Advocacy Initiative is staffed by lawyers 

http://www.bridges4kids.org/
http://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/
http://www.pacer.org/parent/index.asp
http://www.pacer.org/
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and law students from the University of Michigan Law School.  Please ask your 

Pediatric Home Ventilator social worker if you would like a referral to the PAI. 

 
Patches of Light  
Patches of Light assists the families of critically ill children with transportation, 

utilities, rent payments, etc. The limit of assistance is $350 per family. Patches 

of Light only accepts requests from social workers, family financial advocates 

and other hospital officials. If you or a family member needs assistance from 

the organization, please contact your Pediatric Home Ventilator Program social 

worker.  

(614) 946-7544 (phone) 

http://www.patchesoflight.org/ 

 
Share A Smile  
Share A Smile is a Michigan-based charitable organization founded in 1999 to 

meet the unmet needs of ordinary citizens struggling with financial crisis, due 

to unemployment, health crisis or natural disaster. One of the groups they 

focus on helping is special needs children. Share a Smile is organized to serve 

people in need in two ways: 

1. Providing direct assistance through bill payment to individuals and families 

struggling to obtain the basic needs of life  

2. Creating and funding programs targeted at serving specific needs in the 

communities they serve  

P.O. Box 573 

Birmingham, MI 48012 

(248) 792-9406 (phone) 

(248) 792-9473 (fax) 

http://www.shareasmile.org/ 

 
 
 
 

http://www.patchesoflight.org/
http://www.shareasmile.org/
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Make-a-Wish 
Your child may be eligible to participate in the Make-a-Wish program based on 

their diagnosis and severity of disease. Contact your Pediatric Home Ventilator 

Program social worker regarding the referral process.  

 

Make-A-Wish Michigan 

7600 Grand River Ave., Suite 175    

Brighton, MI 48114      

800.622.9474 (phone) (734) 994-8620   

734.994.8025 (fax) 

 

Grand Rapids Office 

648 Monroe Ave NW 

Suite 104 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

(877) 631-9474 

(616) 363-4607      

wish@michigan.wish.org       

         

Rainbow Connection 
The Rainbow Connection, a Michigan based 501 © (3) charity dedicated to 

making dreams come true for Michigan children with life threatening or 

terminal illnesses. 

621 W. University 

Rochester, MI 48307 

Phone: (248) 601-9474 Toll Free: (877) 649-4743 Fax: (248) 601-0086 

Email: info@rainbowconnection.org 

 

Suite Dreams Project 
Suite Dream Project’s mission is to bring comfort and joy to children affected 

by serious medical conditions by creating healing environments in their homes, 

mailto:wish@michigan.wish.org
mailto:info@rainbowconnection.org
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in hospitals, and in our communities that improve their quality of life and 

speed recovery. 

http://suitedreamsproject.org/ 

 

Brooke Grobbel, Project Coordinator 

brooke@sdreams.org  

Phone: (248) 601-0799 Fax: (248) 652-1126  

Suite Dreams Project 

400 Water Street 

Suite250 

Rochester, MI 48307 

 
For a Day Foundation 
The For a Day Foundation is committed to creating emotionally therapeutic 

experiences for seriously ill children and providing them and their families with 

a joyful and much needed diversion from the strain of chronic treatment. They 

use role models, make believe, and play therapy to give each child the 

opportunity to imagine and live out a fantasy while experiencing a moment of 

the childhood they all deserve.  

 

Metro Detroit Chapter of For a Day Foundation  

Esther Skiba, area director: (248) 217-7656 or qfad.heroes@gmail.com.  

For a Day Foundation: National Headquarters  

For more information about the For a Day Foundation please visit 

www.ForADayFoundation.org 

  

For a Day Foundation (FADF) National Headquarters  

12 Desbrosses St 

New York, NY 10013  

 
 
 

http://suitedreamsproject.org/
http://www.foradayfoundation.org/
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Courageous Kids 
This organization believes that it takes both a supportive family and a 

supportive community to help children see past their fears, anxiety, 

medications, treatments and pain. In doing so, they are able to help seriously ill 

children by minimizing the negative effects of stress on a child’s growth and 

development.  By planning fun activities and events for Courageous Kids and 

their families they are able to provided positive anticipation, distraction, family 

bonding and emotional support for the whole family. 

 

Courageous Kids 

56849 Grand River, Suite 11 

Hew Hudson, MI  48165 

(734) 617-3915 

Email: info@courageouskidsmi.org 

 
Icing Smiles 
This organization supports patients and families affected by childhood illness 

by providing birthday cakes to patients or their siblings.  These cakes are 

provided free of charge regardless of financial need. 

 

Icing Smiles, Inc. 

4725 Dorsey Hall Drive, Suite A-807 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

(443) 420-7096 

info@icingsmiles.org  

To apply: https://www.icingsmiles.org/receive-smile/    

 

Do It for The Love 
Do It for The Love is a wish-granting organization that brings people living with 

life-threatening illnesses, children with severe challenges and wounded 

veterans to live concerts.  Through the healing power of music, the goal is to 

mailto:info@courageouskidsmi.org
mailto:info@icingsmiles.org
https://www.icingsmiles.org/receive-smile/
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inspire joy, hope and lasting celebratory memories in the face of severe illness 

or trauma. 

360 Grand Avenue #350 

Oakland, CA 94610 

(844) 484-3568 

info@doitforthelove.org  

To apply: https://www.doitforthelove.org/apply  

 

Giving Songs 
Giving Songs is an all-volunteer charitable organization focused on helping 

families with disabled children who are wheelchair users. They provide a 

platform where art and community intersect, resulting in relief to families who 

often go without basic necessities so many take for granted. Their grant 

program helps families toward the purchase of a wheelchair accessible vehicle; 

grant giving is concentrated in Southeastern Michigan.  

143 Cadycenter #185 

Northville, MI 48167 

info@givingsongs.org 

To apply: https://givingsongs.org/gs-grant-application 

 

Emily Ann Griffin Foundation  
EAGF was founded in the memory of our Daughter Emily, who had special 

needs. We were astounded by, and now help purchase, items not covered by 

insurance. 

15587 Blue Skies Street 

Livonia, MI 48154 

(734) 542-0469 

Mgrif8@aol.com 

 

Children with Special Needs Fund 
The Children with Special Needs Fund provides support for children in 

Michigan with special health care needs not available through any other 

mailto:info@doitforthelove.org
https://www.doitforthelove.org/apply
mailto:info@givingsongs.org
https://givingsongs.org/gs-grant-application
mailto:Mgrif8@aol.com


Pediatric Home Ventilator Program 
Social Work and Community Resources  

-23- 

Disclaimer: This document contains information and/or instructional materials developed by 
Michigan Medicine for the typical patient with your condition. It may include links to online 

content that was not created by Michigan Medicine and for which Michigan Medicine does not 
assume responsibility. It does not replace medical advice from your health care provider 

because your experience may differ from that of the typical patient. Talk to your health care 
provider if you have any questions about this document, your condition or your treatment plan.  

 
Author: Ashley Jentz, LMSW & Sarah Shell, LMSW 

 
Patient Education by Michigan Medicine is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License. Last Revised 06/2021 
 
 

funding source. The Fund helps with the purchase of equipment and services 

that promote optimal health, mobility, and development, enhancing the lives of 

children and their families. 

 

P.O. Box 30734 

Lansing, MI 48909 

(517) 241-7420 

Csnfund@michigan.gov  

 

To apply: https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund/0,4553,7-156-56072---,00.html 

 

http://www.uofmhealth.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
mailto:Csnfund@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/csnfund/0,4553,7-156-56072---,00.html
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