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Ventricular Assist Device (VAD) 
Electrical Safety Form 

 
When using electric medical equipment in your home, your power outlets must 

meet certain electricity standards. We have developed this safety form to 

ensure that your outlets meet the requirements for basic safety. This will 

ensure your VAD device is receiving the correct amount of power.  
 

How do I make sure my power outlets are safe? 
You will need to do a safety check of the electrical outlets in your home that 

will be dedicated to powering your Ventricular Assist Device (VAD) equipment.   

 
What you will need:  
A Ground-fault circuit-interrupter (GFCI) outlet tester. This is a common tool 

that you can buy online or at a hardware store. 

 
Steps:  
1. First check the electrical outlets in your living room and bedroom to make 

sure they are 3-prong outlets. (See figure 1) 

2. Next, you will use the GFCI outlet tester to make sure your outlets are 

grounded. Grounded means the wiring has been done correctly.  

3. Plug the GFCI tester into each outlet (See Figure 1). Follow the directions on 

the packaging that came with your outlet tester. If your GFCI outlet tester 

shows that your outlet is not grounded correctly, you must contact an 

electrician. 

 

Figure 1 
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Disclaimer: This document contains information and/or instructional materials developed by 
Michigan Medicine for the typical patient with your condition. It may include links to online 

content that was not created by Michigan Medicine and for which Michigan Medicine does not 
assume responsibility. It does not replace medical advice from your health care provider 

because your experience may differ from that of the typical patient. Talk to your health care 
provider if you have any questions about this document, your condition or your treatment plan. 

 
Author: Center for Circulatory Support Team 

Reviewers: Bethany Lee-Lehner, RN, MSN 
 

Patient Education by Michigan Medicine is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License. 

 Last Revised: 08/2019 CVC Control #1131 
 
 

Home electrical outlet safety checklist 

Room tested Outlets 3-pronged?  Outlets grounded? 

Living Room  Yes   No  Yes   No 

Bedroom  Yes   No  Yes   No 

 
Additional place of residence outlet safety checklist: 

Room tested Outlets 3-pronged? Outlets grounded? 

Living Room  Yes   No  Yes   No 

Bedroom  Yes   No  Yes   No 

 

If the outlets in your living room or bedroom are not working or do not meet 

the 3-prong requirement, you will need to have an electrician come to your 

home to do an assessment.   

 

By signing below, I certify that I have completed the outlet safety checklists on 

this form to ensure proper working order of the outlets in my home and 

additional place of residence. 

 
 
_________________________________    ___________________________________ 
              Signature                                                      Date 

http://www.uofmhealth.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

	2. Next, you will use the GFCI outlet tester to make sure your outlets are grounded. Grounded means the wiring has been done correctly.
	3. Plug the GFCI tester into each outlet (See Figure 1). Follow the directions on the packaging that came with your outlet tester. If your GFCI outlet tester shows that your outlet is not grounded correctly, you must contact an electrician.

